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The health of the King of England (James II.), which
had for some time been very languishing, grew weaker
towards the middle of August of this year, and by the
8th of September completely gave way. There was no
longer any hope. The King, Madame de Maintenon,
and all the royal persons, visited him often. He re-
ceived the last sacrament with a piety in keeping with
his past life, and his death was expected every instant.
In this conjuncture the King made a resolve more
worthy of Louis XII., or Francis L, than of his own
wisdom. On Tuesday, the I3th of September, he went
from Marly to Saint Germain. The King of England
was so ill that when the King was announced to him
he scarcely opened his eyes for an instant. The King
told him that he might die in peace respecting the
Prince of Wales, whom he would recognise as King of
England, Scotland, and Ireland. The few English who
were there threw themselves upon their knees, but the
King of England gave no signs of life. The gratitude
of the Prince of Wales and of his mother, when they
heard what the King had said, may be imagined. Re-
turned to Marly, the King repeated to all the Court
what he had said. Nothing was heard but praises and
applause.

Yet reflections did not fail to be made promptly, if
not publicly. It was seen, that to recognise the Prince
of Wales was to act in direct opposition to the recog-
nition of the Prince of Orange as King of England, that
the King had declared at the Peace of Ryswick. It was
to wound the Prince of Orange in the tenderest point,
and to invite England and Holland to become allies of
the Emperor against France. As for the Prince of